Wisdom and Destiny

and ordinary, and uniform events may
appear to us, the more are we able to
appreciate the profound happiness that
this uniformity enfolds, and the nearer
are we drawn to the truth and tranquillity
of the great force by which we have
being. What can be less abnormal than
the ocean, which covers two-thirds of the
globe ; and yet, what is there more vast ?
There is not a thought or a feeling, not
an act of beauty or nobility, whereof man
is capable, but can find complete expres-
sion in the simplest, most ordinary life;
and all that cannot be expressed therein
must of necessity belong to the falsehoods
of vanity, ignorance, or sloth.

Does this mean that the wise man should
expect no more from life than other men :

that he should love mediocrity and limit
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